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Impacts of meteorological disaster on

economic growth in China
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Abstract
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Natural disasters especially meteorological disasters can lead to considerable fatality and

Statistics from The Chinese Meteorological Administration indicates that loss due to

meteorological disaster accounts for 70% or more of all natural disasters. The spatial distribution and temporal

trends of such losses are analyzed in the present paper. The effect of meteorological disaster on macro-economic

growth is examined based on social economic data and meteorological disaster data in 31 provinces in China from

2004-2013. Loss due to meteorological disasters has been found to have significant positive effect on economic

growth rate in the following year at the province level. Such a positive effect is influenced by social and

economic factors, including urbanization rate, government size, openness, education level, traffic and level of

medical services.
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