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Tab. 1 Types of major natural hazards in China
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Fig. 1 Distribution of multiple degree of natural hazards in China
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Fig. 2 Distribution of covering index of natural hazards in China
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Fig. 3 Distribution of relative intensity of natural hazards in China
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Fig. 4 Distribution of relationship among multiple degree, relative intensity and

covering index of natural hazards in China
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A RESEARCH ON REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF
MAJOR NATURAL HAZARDS IN CHINA

Wang Jingai  Shi Peijun  Zhu Li
(Department of Resources and Environment Science., Beijing Normal University. Beijing 100875)
Key words natural hazards, multiple degree of natural hazards, relative intensity of natural

hazards, covering index of natural hazards. China, regionalization
Abstract

According to distribution of 50 types of natural hazards all across the country, this article dis-
cusses types. percentage of covered area. as well as relative intensity of all these natural hazards in
each county and the statistical units. Besides, we build a data base of 2265 counties all over the
country and for 102 types or subtypes of natural hazards. Based on the data base, we produce maps
of Distribution of Multiple Degree of Natural Hazards in China. Distribution of Relative Intensity of
Natural Hazards in China. and Distribution of Covering Index of Natural Hazards in China. We also
analyse their regional distribution to support further research on regionalization of natural hazards in
China.

Three indexes are used in the article to express regional distribution of natural hazards. They
are multiple degree. relative intensity and covering index of natural hazards.

The article draws the following conclusions:

a. Areas with poor natural enviromental conditions or ECOTONE must not have high multiple
degree and relative intensity. Natural conditions in Guizhou. the most typical area. are poor. but
they are not yet able to become natural hazards.

b. Sensative zones of natural environmental evolution must not suffer from both high multiple
degree and high relative intensity. For example, semiarid areas in northern China especially the
combined area of agriculture and animal husbandry, are multiple hazard areas other than intense
hazard areas. while Southwest China is intense hazard area with low multiple degree.

c. Northern China has the highest multiple degree. relative intensity and covering index of nat-
ural hazards all across the country.

d. According to the clear regional distribution of natural hazards in China. nine regions of natu-
ral hazards can be divided. which are Northeastern China Region, Northern China Region, com-
bined Region of agricuiture and animal husbandry in Northern China, Northwestern China Region.
Qinghai-Xizang Plateau Region, Southwestern China Region. Guizhou Platcau Region. Middle Chi-

na Region and Coastal China Region.
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