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Ecological Disaster in China and its Countermeasures

GengKan ShiPeijun
Ecological disaster in China associated with growing population, increasing pressure of
environment for existence and ecological environmental deterioration is getting more and more
serious. If it cannot be controlled by some emmergent steps, ecological disaster will be the
greatest barrier to economic development in China.

The main types of eco-disaster in China include: a) loss of water and erosion of soil.
According to incomplete statistics, the area of loss of water and erosion of soil in China is about
1.3 million km?, about 13.5% of the total land; the amount of soil erosion is 5 billion tons per year
(t/a), amount of washed away N, P and K is 40 million tons per (t/a) year; and the Huanghe
(Yellow) River valley is one of regions of the most serions loss of water and soil. b) desertification
of land and drifting sand encroachment. Since the 1950's, the land of desertification has been
spreading at the speed of 1560 km?/a; the area of desert in the north has come to 1.49 million km?;
the area of land of desertification has risen to 334 thousand km?, and in the Southern mountains
regions and coastal regions it is 1.30 million km?. The total is 3.124 million km?*:, which makes up
29% of the nation's area. c) retrogression of forest and grassland. It is obvions indeed that the area
and quality of forest in our country is deelining year by year. The pereentage of forest cover is
12% which is lower than the average level of the world (22%). The percentage of forest cover in
Qinghai Province is only 0.3%. Since the latest 10 years, the forest area of 131 major wood-
producing bases in our country has decreased by 21.3% and the amount of growing stock has
decreased by 28.1%, The retrograde grassland area has come to 700 million Mu. The retrograde
degree Mongolia is 1/3, and in northeast grassland area is higher than Tnner Mongolia. The
retrograde speed is about 3% cach year, which exceeds the building speed by 1 times. d)
environment pollution. Up to now, the exhausted SO, has come to 15.2 million t/a, and the drained
water has come to 36.8 billion tons (1988a) in the whole country. 82% of rivers and lakes in China
have suffered from pollution at different degrees. According to the clementary cstimatc, the direct
economic loss caused by pollution is 90 billion yuan per year in the country.

The paper also analyses emphatically the ecologial disaster's characteristics and its feature
of time-and-space distribution, and advances the countermeasures against disaster in order to

protect the ecological environment.



